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The Church of Abundant Life
Question 1
The Church of Abundant Life is a story written by Yoon Choi. In the story, two marriages are depicted, which can be classified as stable and unstable. As hinted in the story, the elements of an unstable marriage are shown by Soo and Jae when they discuss the cost of a tax stamp (Choi, 2019). Soo ironically says that despite the many years they have stayed together, they still do not agree on what is right or wrong. This shows that their marriage is unstable since they cannot agree over such a simple issue. In addition, the instability of their marriage is evident when both Soo and Jae are driving (Choi, 2019). They both engage in an argument over the possibility of going to Saudi Arabia in case Jae put his six or seven years of hard service. On the other hand, a stable marriage is depicted between Soo and Jae after Soo used the formal Korean language to address Jay. In this instance, Soo was sure of her feelings towards Jay. The aspect of them calling each other husband and wife is also evident in this context hence showing their marriage was stable at this point. 
Question 2
Again, it is hinted that the characters are from South Korea. In this context, the political situation of South Korea symbolizes that there was no peace. According to Choi (2019), this is evident by the many killings and attacks that are present such as the gas explosion at the Daegu subway station, the Asiana Airlines crash, the Seongsu Bridge disaster and later the collapse of the Sampoong department. In addition, there were negative implications of the political situation such as flood, drought, and famine. As such, children went blind from hunger, digging out from the countryside, while they ate pine bark and wormwood as meals. 

Question 3
Upon reading the history, it is evident that a certain disaster is recounted. The name of the disaster is the Sampoong Department Store collapse, which is described using several descriptions that relate to the story thematically. In relation to the details, 501 people were confirmed dead after it collapsed. According to Choi (2019), the Sampoong Department collapsed within twenty seconds and the son of the owner was sentenced for criminal negligence. Hence, these themes related to the story thematically since they show political unrests and violence which are some of the common themes. 
Question 4
Through the opening conversation between Jai and Soo, it is possible to conclude that their relationship is strenuous. This is evident from how they talk to each other since no one catches the attention of the other as they stock their store. In addition, it is clear to conclude that Jae is working and creative (Choi, 2019). This is evident through these efforts to bring products to stock their store. On the same note, he also considers having a conversation with Mr. Ro about a business idea to make a change in their lives. On the other hand, Soo is very conservative since she is reluctant of embracing the idea when Jae and Mr. Ro start up a talk on business ideas, suggesting that she does not welcome change and new ideas.
Question 5
I think that Jae decided to drive Soo to revival as a way to forget the sufferings and hard times she had undergone. Through the revival, Soo carried a small flame of consolation with a home to start all over again. Upon reviewing the story, it is evident that she passed through a lot of challenges, thus the need for a revival. As such, she began thinking of other things that would be done in future to compensate for the present day. Therefore, I think Jae’s efforts acted as a restoration and consolation for Soo.
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